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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHT (IPR) POLICY OF NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (NIT), RAIPUR

1. PREAMBLE
	National Institute of Technology, Raipur (hereinafter referred to as NITRR or the Institute) is committed to the challenging task of development of technical education by preparing seasoned graduates in highly sophisticated field of engineering and technology. Development of India as an emerging industrial power is a demanding exercise as it involves the combination of cost effectiveness and efficiency along with producing world-class technology at the cutting edge. The institute promotes development of new ideas and innovations in technology and science and encourages the production of creative and scholarly works and the development of new and useful materials, devices, processes, and other intellectual property, some of which may have potential commercial value. The Institute also understands its role in contributing effectively to the national endeavor of producing quality human resource of world class standard by developing a sustainable technical education system, to meet the changing technological needs of the country incorporating relevant social concerns and to build an environment to create and propagate innovative technologies for the economic development of the nation.
  		The faculty and staff of the Institute are engaged in research and development activities that many a times result in generation of intellectual property (IP). These may be in form of patents, copyrights, trademarks, designs, processes or any other invention that may be commercialized. In order to safeguard the IP and its ownership and to continuously encourage the development of such IP, the Institute has drafted its own intellectual property rights policy (hereinafter referred as the Policy). The objective of the Policy is to provide the researchers an atmosphere favorable for research and set forth the guidelines for ownership and commercialization of the IP. 

2. OBJECTIVES
   The objectives of the policy are as follows:
a. To provide an encouraging environment for research and development for generation of IP to the faculty, students and other researchers associated with the Institute.
b. To provide support in every possible way to the inventors of the IP associated with the Institute and safeguard the IP developed.
c. To formulate the regulations and guidelines regarding ownership of the IP and revenue sharing upon commercial exploitation of the IP.
d. To provide legal support to the inventors against any case of unauthorized use of IP.
e. To create awareness among the students, staff and faculty likewise about the IP. 

3. DEFINITIONS
3.1. “Director” means the Director of National Institute of Technology, Raipur.
3.2. “Dean, R&C” means the Dean of Research & Consultancy of National Institute of         Technology, Raipur.
3.3. “Intellectual property” is defined as the tangible or intangible results of research, development, teaching, or other intellectual activity and includes patents, copyrights, designs, trademarks, service marks, logos etc. Any additional information regarding these intellectual properties can be obtained from the   website of Controller General of Patents, designs and trademarks. (http://www.ipindia.nic.in).
3.4 “Copyright” means the exclusive right granted by law for a certain period of time to an author to reproduce, print, publish and sell copies of his or her creative work.  Copyright protection is available for most literary, musical, dramatic, and other types of creative work, including software, teaching materials, multimedia works, proposals, and research reports.
3.5 “Faculty” means teaching staff of National Institute of Technology, Raipur.
3.6 “Student” means a person who has taken an admission in any of the courses offered by National Institute of Technology, Raipur.
3.7 “Inventor” is the person/s who has something new with utilization of their creative minds.

4. POLICY
4.1. IP EVALUATION
	An institutional review committee for timely assessment and evaluation of intellectual property shall be constituted by the Dean R&C. The committee would constitute of Dean R&C as chairman along with faculty experts from the field of invention and an IP expert. The IP expert can be a person from the state nodal agency (Patent Information Centre from the Chhattisgarh Council of Science and Technology) who has expertise in evaluation and filing of IP. In certain cases, external members from the institute can also be included in the review committee. The inventor can also suggest the names of Members of required expertise that can evaluate the creativity, originality and innovativeness of the invention. The inventor will have to make a presentation before the committee. The objectives of the committee would be following:
a) To determine and assign the ownership of the IP. It is up to the committee to decide whether the ownership would be restricted to an individual, institute (institute projects) or a joint ownership in case of externally funded project.
b) To evaluate the IP on the scale of originality, usefulness, and practicability of the invention. 
c) To decide whether or not the invention has commercially applicability            
d) The evaluation process of the IP should be completed within a maximum time limit of 90 days.
e) Upon the evaluation, if the committee decides against the application of the IP to support, then the institute shall claim no ownership of the invention and all the rights shall automatically go to the inventor/s.

4.2. IP OWNERSHIP
a) NIT Raipur would hold the ownership rights when the IP is developed by the students, faculty, staff, or any external personnel not related to NITRR by using the funds or facilities available with the institute.
b) However, in case a payment has been made by the individual to the institute for utilization of facilities, NITRR cannot claim the exclusivity in the ownership and hence an agreement on mutual accord can be reached that provides joint ownership rights to the inventor and NITRR.
c) In case when an IP is developed as a part of work that has been funded by external agencies or consultancy, then a joint ownership must be established with proper rights to license the innovation.
d) In issues of copyrightable material such as software, lectures (video lectures), books, circuit designs, images developed by NITRR personnel for use by external agency or industry, the institute shall claim the rights for the ownership of the IP. However, the developers shall be free to use the IP for research and teaching purposes by reverse license agreement with NITRR. The institute shall not claim any copyrights on the books and research scientific articles authored by individuals of NITRR. It is, nevertheless expected from the authors to gratefully acknowledge the institute for any assistance. Also, NITRR reserves the right to use the IP for academic purposes.
e) Additionally, the developers shall hold the ownership rights if the IP is developed outside their area of regular assigned work of research and teaching or without any significant use of institute’s resources and facilities. For theses and dissertation reports related to academic activity, the students will hold the ownership rights. However, the students should give a royalty-free right to NITRR to use the reports for academic purposes, as and when required. An agreement for the same must be included in the theses properly signed by the student, department head and Dean R&C. Moreover, in case an application has been made for grant of IP and not yet granted, an agreement for thesis confidentiality at the time of thesis submission should also be included. 

4.3. OBTAINING RIGHTS
In case the review committee decides in favor of protecting the IP, the institute shall follow the following to ensure IP protection:
a) The institute should appoint and provide an attorney to draft the IPR application as appropriate for the invention.
b) All the costs related to access of IP databases, for IP search, prior art etc shall be borne through either Institute fund (Corpus Fund generated from Overhead cost of funded Research Projects) per patent/per faculty in a block of three years with a ceiling of Rs. 1,20,000/- for filing patent with the Indian as well as foreign patent authorities. Or 
Through CPDA of the applicant per patent in a block of three years with the same conditions mentioned above as per prevailing norms of CPDA.
c)  The institute shall also bear the expenses (as in 4.3 b above) For drafting and filing the IP application. This also includes the cost for filing overseas applications.
 In any case, if the institutional committee decides against the IP evaluation, all these costs have to be borne by the inventor personally.   
5. DISCLOSURES  and CONFIDENTIALITY
Following procedure should be followed for disclosure of the IP by the inventors.
a) For all the IP produced and developed at the institute, i.e. NITRR, the inventors have to disclose the IP to dean (R&C) in a proper format (IP disclosure form) at the earliest. With this disclosure, the inventors would assign the rights of the IP to the institute. Similarly, the students of the institute are expected to submit their IP disclosure form along with their thesis work (B.Tech, M.Tech or PhD) properly signed and forwarded by their supervisor. It would be the responsibility of the institute to maintain the confidentiality of the IP once it has been submitted to the committee for evaluation for assessment for filing and possibility of commercialization.
b) For all the IP generating from the externally funded projects and collaborative project, the IP disclosure shall be done as per the contract terms and conditions.  

6. REVENUE SHARING
a) Upon commercialization of the intellectual property developed at the institute, the revenue generated by the royalty payments would be shared between the institute and the inventors with a respective percent sharing of 40% by the institute and 60% by the inventor. 
b) In case of multiple owners of the IP other than the institute, the owners shall come to an agreement before filing the IP as to how to share the revenue.

7. CONFLICT OF INTERST AND JURISDICTION
It is the responsibility of the inventors to disclose any conflict of interest or potential conflict of interest prior to applying for evaluation to the institute’s committee. In case of any dispute, the aggrieved party may contact the Director NIT Raipur. In all circumstances, the decision taken by the Director NITRR would be final and abiding by all. All the agreements or contracts signed by NITRR will be under the Raipur jurisdiction.                                     
……….
























     ANNEXURE -I
Intellectual property disclosure form
Title of the Invention ………………………………………………………………..
Name and Affiliation of Inventor(s) …………………………………………………
                  ………………………………………………………………
		  ………………………………………………………………. 
Brief description of the invention
Describe the invention so that the other faculty who are knowledgeable in the field can evaluate the technical and commercial merits of the invention.
You may include following in your description;
a) How does this invention relate to new processes, machines, compositions of matter?
b) How is the present invention an improvement over existing comparable invention? 
c) Has the invention been tested experimentally? Are experimental data available?
d) Has invention been patented or protected under confidentiality agreement?
	(Please attach sketches, drawing, photographs and other materials that illustrate the   description).
Commercial Potential
a) What are the possible uses / application areas and / or product you feel may embody aspects of your invention?
b) Who is the possible end –users of the product?
Prior disclosure and possible Intent
a) Has the invention been disclosed to industry representatives or third parties? if yes, Name companies and specific individuals and their titles.
b) Has any commercial interest been shown in it and of what nature?                                 
…..







UNDERTAKING
	
I /We the undersigned, hereby certify that the 	Work ____________________________ has been undertaken by the undersigned at NIT Raipur, making use of significant use of NIT Raipur resources.
	I/ We hereby agree to abide by the provision of the intellectual property policy of the Institute.
Signed this ______________ day of _______________ (Month),__________ (Year)________

Name:

Address:
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